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TYROLEAN PEASANTRY 



By Edward King. 



With original illustrations by Adolf Sch lain tz. 



Fortunate are the German artists who live in a world which is still pictu- 
resque ; where peasants have not all taken to wearing hideous black coats and gaudy 
frocks, and where the soldier, in spite of the 
Prussian taste for the geometrical line, retains 
something of his mediaeval dash and swagger. 
Every illustrated journal from the Fatherland, 
every painting which deals with human life in 
Germany, bears witness to the richness of ma- 
terial, the infinite variety of type, ready to the 
artist's hand. 

A delicate and naive sympathy pervades the 
work of these Teutonic poetizers of human be- 
ings. The "German cannot always be credited 
with that quality which we call humor, and 
which bathes in a kind of shimmering light the 
American sketch from life. But he has a humor 
of his own, not at all like ours, not so dry and 
sparkling, but none the less enjoyable. He 
touches, too, the foun- 
tain of sentiment, and 
draws refresh- 
ment from it. 
T here is a 
world of pity and 

compassion in those wonderful figures of old peasant men 
and women so constantly found in the illustrated press 
of Berlin and Leipsic. The vagabond is sketched with 
this same charitable spirit. The poetry of childhood, as 
well as its wild waggishness, its charming abandon, loses 
none of its grace under the German pencil. That pun- 
„./ gent and cynical satire which rises to the 
surface of all familiar drawings by French- 
men illustrative of their own people, is 
lacking in the German, and he is all the bet- 
ter for the lack. 

The good use which German artists make 
of these rich types is well instanced in the 
Tyrolean figures by Schlabitz, printed with 
this article. How instinct with life they are ! 
Here is no Berlin stiffness and dry catalogu- 
ing of detail, but genuine transcript of hu- 
manity, touched with sympathetic fire. 
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A MAIDEN OF TYROL. 
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TYROLEAN PEASANT. 




A BAVARIAN CHILD. 



